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at the period was really to effect an armed league
with the Emperor, by means of which France might
be humiliated, perhaps dismembered, whilst Henry
was welcomed back with open arms by the great
Catholic power, in spite of his contumacy, and the
hegemony of England established over Scotland, In
order the better to incline Charles to essential con-
cessions, it was good policy for Henry to give several
more turns of the screw upon his own subjects, to
prove to his future ally how devout a Catholic
he was, and how entirely Cromwell's later action
was being reversed.
The great Bibles were withdrawn from the
churches, the dissemination of the Scriptures re-
stricted, and the Six Articles were enforced more
severely than ever;*1 but yet when, after some
months of fencing and waiting, Chapuys caine to
somewhat closer quarters with the EngHsh Council,
he still talked, though with bated breath now,
about Henry's submission to the Pope and the legiti-
mation of the Princess Mary. But the Emperor's
growing need for support gradually broke down
the wall of reserve that Henry's defection from
1 The book which, although it was largely Gardiner's work, was called
"The King's Book," or "The Necessary Doctrine and Erudition of
any Christian Man," laid down afresh the doctrines to be accepted. It was
authorised by Parliament in May 1543, and greatly straitened the creed pre-
scribed in 1537. Just previously a large number of persecutions were begun
against those who questioned Transubstantiation (see Foxe), and printers
were newly harried for daring to print books not in accordance with the
King's proclamation. Strict inquests were also held through London for
any householders who ate meat in Lent, the young, turbulent Earl of
Surrey being one of the offenders. {Henry VIII. Calendar^ vol. 17, part i.)
It is to be noted, however, that, side by side with these anti-Protestant
measures, greater efforts than ever were made to emphasise the King's
supremacy; the Mass Books being carefully revised in order to eliminate
all reference even indirectly to the Pope, and to saints not mentioned m
the Bible.